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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF WRITING TO A
NON-VOLATILE STORAGE MEDIUM

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is also related to the application entitled
“SYSTEM AND METHOD OF READING DATA FROM A
NON-VOLATILE STORAGE MEDIUM THROUGH THE
USE OF A CATALOG” which has been filed concurrently
and is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The following disclosure relates to information storage
mediums, and more particularly to methods of writing and
reading at least one file to and from a non-volatile storage
medium utilizing magnetic tape data storage technology that
also builds a catalog of the data written to the tape, allowing
for ready access in the future.

BACKGROUND

Today, many industries employ Linear Tape Open (“LTO”)
storage technology. This technology is suited to house back-
ups/archives of various types of data due to its high storage to
physical size ratio, its lack of volatility, and its ability to
maintain the integrity of the stored data without a constant
supply of power. Motion picture and television industries
commonly use LTO to capture and store high-definition
video. Such industries commonly employ LTO storage device
management robots (“robots”) that are capable of quickly
loading and mounting the desire LTO storage device. If there
is already an LTO storage device in the robot’s desired read-
slot, then the robot must unmount and remove the LTO stor-
age device.

However, as the name suggests, LTO storage media are
linear, in that the data stored thereon is stored sequentially,
bit-by-bit, on a large strip of magnetic tape. Thus, in order to
access data on an LTO storage device, the device mustbe ina
robot’s “import/export tray,” an area that allows the LTO
storage device to be physically read by a “read-head,” which
exists inside the robot an is capable of scanning data stored on
the magnetic tape. As a consequence, this tape must be fast-
forwarded or rewound to a particular location on the tape in
order to load a particular file. Further, in order to access one
file on a particular LTO storage device, the entire contents of
the device must be written to a traditional spinning hard drive.

With each generation of LTO storage devices having
increased storage capacity, the feasibility of writing the entire
contents of'an LTO storage device has decreased proportion-
ally. One method of alleviating this problem is to incorporate
“file markers” into the LTO storage device. Such file markers
placed physical barriers comprising bits of “null code” on the
magnetic tape that are identifiable by an appropriately con-
figured computer, thereby separating user-defined directo-
ries. Such file markers allow an LTO storage device to be
directly “fast forwarded” to a specific directory.

Unfortunately, file markers fail to fully serve the needs of
the industry. User-defined directories often contain hundreds
of files, each containing a multitude of frames any of which
may be desired by an editor. These directories, despite being
a fraction of the size of the entire LTO storage device, are
often still too large to be used conveniently, and inserting
increasingly numerous file markers wastes space on an LTO
storage device. In addition, increasing the number of file
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markers on a storage device increasingly slows the process of
reading data from an LTO storage device.

SUMMARY

In view of the foregoing background, it is desirable to be
able to readily access any portion of the LTO storage device.
In at least the motion picture and television industries, this
ability has significant consequences by greatly reducing the
loading and rendering time of various frames and files. One
specific benefit of this ability is to enable a video editor to
create a final “cut” without wasting time waiting for the
relevant files to load. Pursuant to this aforementioned desire,
an editor might desire to use files spread across multiple LTO
storage devices.

A process for cataloguing information to an LTO storage
device is disclosed. The process begins by writing content
data the user wishes to store to an LTO storage device. In one
embodiment, such content is written such that each portion of
the content is associated with a file. Once the LTO storage
device has stored the content, a user creates a catalog identi-
fying particular locations on the LTO storage device associ-
ated with particular files of the content the user wishes to
recall in the future. The catalog is then stored on a separate
memory for later use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure, reference is made to the following detailed description
of'an embodiment considered in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an L'TO system for inter-
acting with an LTO robot and one or more LTO storage
devices in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2is a flow chart illustrating a process of writing digital
data to an LTO storage device while creating a catalog of the
data being written in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a process of reading
digital data from an LTO storage device through the use of a
catalog in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure; and

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a process of loading an
LTO storage device into an LTO robot in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following disclosure is presented to provide an illus-
tration of the general principles of the present disclosure and
is not meant to limit, in any way, the inventive concepts
contained herein. Moreover, the particular features described
in this section can be used in combination with the other
described features in each of the multitude of possible per-
mutations and combinations contained herein.

All terms defined herein should be afforded their broadest
possible interpretation, including any implied meanings as
dictated by a reading of the specification as well as any words
that a person having skill in the art and/or a dictionary, trea-
tise, or similar authority would assign particular meaning.

Further, it should be noted that, as recited in the specifica-
tion and in the claims appended herein, the singular forms ‘a,’
“an,” and “the” include the plural referents unless otherwise
stated. Additionally, the terms “comprises” and “comprising”
when used herein specify that certain features are present in
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that embodiment, however, this phrase should not be inter-
preted to preclude the presence or additional of additional
steps, operations, features, components, and/or groups
thereof.

The embodiments disclosed herein can be performed on
any UNIX-based computer or a different computer running a
virtualization of such a UNIX-based computer. Additionally,
the embodiments can also be executed on a UNIX-based
server, which then provides the end-result of the embodiment
to the user.

In certain embodiments acommand line interface is used to
invoke or otherwise carry out the methodologies set forth
herein. The use of command line controls allows the meth-
odologies and processes set forth herein to be invoked by
more conveniently by other programs. This allows other soft-
ware to be developed that can make calls to or otherwise
invoke the methodologies and processes set forth herein.

Most embodiments are stored on computer-readable stor-
age media, such as disk drives, compact disks (CDs), digital
video disks (DVDs), or across a transmission medium, such
as the Internet.

FIG. 1 illustrates an LTO system 10 that includes a user
terminal 12 that is configured to interact with an LTO robot 14
to perform read and write processes in connection with LTO
storage devices (not shown). The LTO robot 14 is configured
to interact with an L.TO storage device library 16 to search for
and obtain select LTO storage devices for use in reading
content stored thereon. The user terminal 12 utilizes a user
interface (“UI”) to generate catalogues (not shown) associ-
ated with one or more LTO storage devices such that each
catalogue identifies where the LTO robot can find and retrieve
specific portions of content desired by the user of the user
terminal 12. The LTO system 10 is configured to perform a
number of functions, which are discussed in greater detail
below.

FIG. 2 illustrates a write process 100 for cataloguing infor-
mation to an LTO storage device. The write process 100
begins by writing content data the user wishes to store to an
LTO storage device (step 102). In one embodiment, such
content data is written such that each portion of the content
data is associated with a file. Once the LTO storage device has
stored the content data, a user creates a catalog (step 104)
identifying particular locations on the LTO storage device
associated with particular files of the content data the user
wishes to recall in the future. The catalog is then stored on a
separate memory for later use (step 106).

For each file, the catalog includes information regarding
the identity and location of the file to allow a user to access the
content data associated with the file quickly. Such informa-
tion can include, but is not limited to, a barcode indicating
which LTO storage device should be searched, information
regarding particular file markers associated with the file, a file
identifier, a block count associated with the file, a range
indicator indicating the file’s size, and an explicit name of the
file. The catalog comprises pure text stored in any basic text
format (e.g. a .txt file) and can be generated through the use of
storage format-specific commands, such as TAR commands.
By recording this information in a pure text file, the catalog
allows an appropriately configured computer to quickly
access the desired file on an LTO storage device. Keeping the
size of the catalog small also allows for it to be stored in
traditional computer storage media, either remotely or
locally.

In one embodiment, the write process 100 begins with the
command line instruction or command “natty,” which has
parameters for the directory that contains the desired file or
files, the name of the content (i.e., “show name”) to which the
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desired files pertain, and an identifier code, such as a barcode
or a matrix code, identifying the particular LTO storage
device where the desired files are to be written. An example of
the execution of this “natty” command is as follows:

“natty[directory]-show[showname]-S-i-ow-bc[barcode]-

x-np”

where -show[showname] is used to specity the name of the
content; -S is used to allow spaces in the archive; -i is used to
set type to “internal;” -ow is used to force overwrite old logs;
-be [barcode] is used to specity the barcode of the desired
LTO storage device; -x is used to not prompt for the editing
log; and -np is used to not print the log. After these parameters
have been specified, all of the selected files are written to the
LTO storage device. This process iterates until all of the
desired files have been encoded.

The write process 100 described herein writes a directory
of files to an LTO storage device using industry-standard,
non-proprietary formats such as TAR. The process simulta-
neously aggregates information related to the location of the
files in a catalog. After completing the write operation, the
process subsequently stores the catalog. In the embodiments,
the “tar’ and ‘mt’ commands baked into UNIX/LINUX sys-
tems are utilized.

FIG. 3 illustrates a read process 200 for obtaining informa-
tion from an LTO storage device using a catalog such as the
catalog discussed above. At the outset, a user requests to
access one or more files from the LTO storage device (step
202). The user then accesses a catalog (step 204) constructed
in the manner discussed above that indicates the location of
the desired files on the LTO storage device. This can be
initiated with the command “teread” having parameters for a
particular file or a particular LTO storage device that contains
at least one desired file. From there, the user commands an
appropriately configured LTO robot to seek out the desired
files located on the LTO storage device (step 206). Upon
receiving the commands, the LTO robot locates the desired
file by reading the entire tape, decodes the desired files and
delivers them to the user (step 208). In one embodiment, the
LTO robot locates the desired files by fast-forwarding
through the LTO storage device directly to select ranges on
the tape that contain the desired information.

FIG. 4 illustrates a method of operating an LTO robot to
manipulate an LTO storage device to accomplish the methods
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. At the outset, a user instructs a robot
to obtain an inventory of the robot’s contents (302). The LTO
robot’s contents can include one or more tapes including
stored content. The LTO robot next identifies the location of
the desired tape based on an identifier provided by the user
(step 304). Such an identifier can include, but is not limited to,
a barcode or a matrix code. If the desired tape is currently in
the import/export tray of the LTO robot, then the process ends
(step 306). If not, the LTO robot then checks whether it
currently has a tape loaded in the import/export tray (step
308), and if so, removes the currently loaded tape (step 310).
The LTO robot can then load the desired tape and transfer it
into the import/export tray of the LTO robot (step 312). This
process can be repeated as necessary if the desired content
data is distributed across multiple LTO storage devices.

In one embodiment, the command line instruction or com-
mand “robot” is utilized. The “robot” command is capable of
executing, at least the command line instructions or com-
mands -t| -trl -tx| -rl -s| -S| -nsl -d| -zl -il -1l -el -El -LI -Ul -l
-ul -1I -ull -LLI -ULI -x| -T, wherein -t lists the tape devices,
slot#’s, and coordinates; -tr lists the tape devices attached to
the robot; -tx lists the tape devices not attached to the robot; -r
lists the robot device; -s shows the status of the robot; -S
shows the raw output of “mtx” a UNIX/LINUX terminal
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command; -ns tells the embodiment not to output the status in
between each command; -d # outputs the tape device of a
given slot# or barcode; -z # outputs the slot# of a given tape
device or barcode; -i # imports slot #s or barcode#s (# can be
replaced with “all” to select all); -1 interactively selects drives
to import; -e # exports slot#s or barcode#s (# can be replaced
with “all” to select all); -E interactively selects drives to
export; -L interactively loads tapes; -LL interactively loads
LTFS tapes; -U interactively unloads tapes; -UL interactively
unloads LTFS tapes; -1 # loads slot# or barcode# to any
available drive; -1# # loads slot# or barcode# to a named drive;
-1; #loads LTFS slot# or barcode# to any available drive; -;1 #
#1loads LTFS slot# or barcode# to a named drive; -u # unloads
slot# or barcode# to any available slot; -u # # unloads slot# or
barcodet# to a named slot; -ul; # unloads LTFS slot# or bar-
code# to any available slot; -ul # # unloads LTFS slot# or
barcode# to a named slot; -x # # transfers the tape in slot# to
a second slot#; -T gets the status of whether the robot will
work with the computer executing the embodiment. These
commands may be utilized by the user in any logical order to
achieve the desired result.

An example of a workflow according to a particular
embodiment is described below:

1. Get an inventory of robot by running the “sudo mtx -f
[directory containing robot]” command while referencing the
appropriate directory.

2. Load the robot with an LTO storage device via the “robot
-1 [storage slot]” command.

3. Unload an LTO storage device from the robot via the
“robot -u [storage slot]” command.

4. Transfer the LTO storage device into the import/export
tray with the “robot -i [storage slot]” command.

5. Transfer the LTO storage device out of the import/export
tray with the “robot -e [storage slot] command.

The various embodiments disclosed herein can be imple-
mented as hardware, firmware, software, or any combination
thereof. Moreover, the software is preferably implemented as
an application program tangibly embodied on a program stor-
age unit or computer readable medium. The application pro-
gram may be uploaded to, and executed by, a machine com-
prising any suitable architecture. Preferably, the machine is
implemented on a computer platform having hardware such
as one or more central processing units (“CPUs”), a memory,
and input/output interfaces. The computer platform may also
include an operating system and microinstruction code. The
various processes and functions described herein may be
either part of the microinstruction code or part of the appli-
cation program, or any combination thereof, which may be
executed by a CPU, whether or not such computer or proces-
sor is explicitly shown.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in under-
standing the principles of the disclosure and the concepts
contributed by the inventor to furthering the art, and are to be
construed as being without limitation to such specifically
recited examples and conditions. Moreover, all statements
herein reciting principles, aspects, and embodiments of the
disclosure, as well as specific examples thereof, are intended
to encompass both structural and functional equivalents
thereof. Additionally, it is intended that such equivalents
include both currently known equivalents as well as equiva-
lents developed in the future, i.e., any elements developed that
perform the same function, regardless of structure.

It will be understood that the embodiments described
herein are merely exemplary and that a person skilled in the
art may make many variations and modifications without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. All such variations
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6

and modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the disclosure as defined in the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A method of writing content to a storage tape, compris-
ing:

writing content data to a storage tape as one or more files;

generating a catalog associated with the one or more files,

the catalog including information indicating where on
the storage tape each of the one or more files is located;
and

storing the catalog in a separate memory, wherein the writ-

ing, generating and storing are performed in response to
one or more command line instructions.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more files
written to the storage tape is encoded in a format selected
from the group consisting of TAR, BRU, and LTFS.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the separate memory is
avolatile memory source located on a linear tape open (LTO)
storage device housing the storage tape.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the separate memory is
a volatile memory source is located on a remote server.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the separate memory is
a volatile memory source is located on a user terminal.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the catalog includes
information selected from the group consisting of a barcode
indicating a storage tape to be searched, information regard-
ing file markers associated with the one or more files, a file
identifier, a block count, and a range indicator indicating a
file’s size.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the information is stored
in a text file.

8. A computer apparatus for writing content to a storage
tape, comprising:

a memory; and

a processor configured, in response to one or more com-

mand line instructions, to write content data to a storage

tape as one or more files;

generate a catalog associated with the one or more files,
the catalog including information indicating where on
the storage tape each of the one or more files is
located; and

store the catalog in a separate memory.

9. The computer apparatus of claim 8, wherein the com-
puter apparatus is configured to interact with a linear tape
open (LTO) robot.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the separate memory
is a volatile memory source located on a linear tape open
(LTO) storage device housing the storage tape.

11. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the separate memory
is a volatile memory source is located on a remote server.

12. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the separate memory
is a volatile memory source is located on a user terminal.

13. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the catalog includes
information selected from the group consisting of a barcode
indicating a storage tape to be searched, information regard-
ing file markers associated with the one or more files, a file
identifier, a block count, and a range indicator indicating a
file’s size.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the information is
stored in a text file.

15. A non-transitory computer-readable medium having
instructions thereon for causing a processor, in response to
one or more command line instructions, to perform the fol-
lowing:

write content data to a storage tape as one or more files;
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generate a catalog associated with the one or more files, the
catalog including information indicating where on the
storage tape each of the one or more files is located; and
store the catalog in a separate memory.

16. The medium of claim 15, wherein the separate memory 5
is a volatile memory source located on a linear tape open
(LTO) storage device housing the storage tape.

17. The medium of claim 15, wherein the separate memory
is a volatile memory source is located on a remote server.

18. The medium of claim 15, wherein the separate memory 10
is a volatile memory source is located on a user terminal.

19. The medium of claim 15, wherein the catalog includes
information selected from the group consisting of a barcode
indicating a storage tape to be searched, information regard-
ing file markers associated with the one or more files, a file 15
identifier, a block count, and a range indicator indicating a
file’s size.

20. The medium of claim 19, wherein the information is
stored in a text file.
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